Philosophy of Human Rights: Intensive Course
November 2017

Department of Philosophy

Federal University of Santa Catarina at Florianopolis
Instructor: Professor Thomas Mertens (Nijmegen)

T.Mertens@jur.ru.nl
http://www.ru.nl/english/people/mertens-t/
Theme: Human rights and some of its philosophical questions
Course outline: every seminar will consist of three hours (including a break). Each of the theme will be introduced by instructor; after the break, there will be a class discussion on the reading material. Each student is supposed to have read the material (which is easily available in internet) in advance. 
Seminar 1: Monday, November 27
The (re)emergence of human rights and natural law
Reading material: 

G. Radbruch: Statutory Lawlessness and Supra-Statutory Law (1946)
https://academic.oup.com/ojls/article-abstract/26/1/1/1505665/Statutory-Lawlessness-and-Supra-Statutory-Law-1946
Seminar 2: Tuesday, November 28
The right to life: the right to end one’s life? 
Reading material: 

J. David Velleman, A Right to Self-Termination (1999)

https://philpapers.org/rec/VELARO
Seminar 3: Thursday, November 30
The absolute right to remain free from torture?
Reading material: 

J. Waldron, What are Moral Absolutes Like? (2011)
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1906850
Seminar 4: Friday, December 01
The right to a fair trial: international criminal law for human rights violators?
Reading material: 

D.Luban, Rightness to Fairness: Jurisdiction, Legality, and the Legitimacy of International Criminal Law (2010)
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1154177
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